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abstract: Until not long before the events of 1989, political
union between the two German states appeared far off. In fact,
in early 1989, articles appeared in the International Herald
Tribune proposing the German politicians give up the idea of
German reunification1. Yet within little more than a year,
Germany had acceded to full political union and sovereignty,
without allies or neighbours objecting. We will ask ourselves
how this seeming contradiction came to happen and what role
diplomacy played in making it possible. To do this, we will
separate the course of events in two sections, the first one -less
formalised- focusing more on the question if reunification
would happen, followed by the second -more formalised-
focusing on the terms of reunification. In the third part we will
face the question what role the shape of consultations, notably
the 2+4 (two German states...
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