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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1896 Excerpt: . . . Our First Home Coverts. OF all the home-coverts, the most disappointing--least
holding of any quarry large enough or important enough for our blowpipes or catapults--was, without doubt,
the kitchen garden. Though the blackbirds made very merry with the strawberries in the right season, the
garden was fenced by banks with meagre growth upon them, far inferior, as covert, to those big mounds of
earth, surmounted by a perfect thicket of bramble and hedge growth, which are the common fences of
Devonshire--a waste of much good land in the farmers view, but a joy to the wild things of the earth, such as
birds and boys. If only the garden had been walled it would have been more tolerable, for did we not well know
the pear tree, trained against the wall of a neighbours garden, on whose branches a flycatcher yearly built its
nest and laid its eggs, not unlike those of robins, but with bigger splotches of red russet Moreover, where the
wall had grown old and crumbly, were there not holes and crannies most suitable for the nesting of the blue
tits, though most exasperating for the boy who would break into their house, by reason of the solidity of the
masonry whose jagged edges sorely rent little fingers Our garden aIorded none of these opportunities. It was a
weariness of trim gravelled paths between fruit trees trimly trained, espalier fashion. A scared thrush or
blackbird would fly, once and for all,...
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