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Excerpt: . very far from complete; and hence it is that
Experiment, though valuable, nay, indispensable, is often very
misleading. We shall see evidence of this in the course of our
inquiry. But there is one direction jn which Experiment may
always be relied on--the direction of exclusion. An experiment
may fail to tell us which is the organ of a particular function;
but it will never fail to tell us which is not the organ of the
particular function, if we see the function persisting after the
organ has been removed; and to know what parts are not
necessary, is to arrive, by exclusion, at those which are.
Observation of the effects of disease, accident, or deformity
has a similar value to that of Experiment; but extreme caution
is necessary in interpreting these cases. Anatomy is, of course,
indispensable; and comparative anatomy becomes a...
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