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Armadillo Central Ltd, United Kingdom, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Sylvia Selzer (illustrator). 1. 216
x 140 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.A Jar of Sticklebacks explores
themes as diverse as love, death, racism, war, nature, popular culture and the passing of time. Each is imbued
with a gentle sensitivity and a generosity, to both his subject matter and his reader, which harks back to the old-
school poets. While David refers to some of these masters in his ADerword: Auden, Yeats, Larkin, Hughes and
Plath, to name just a handful; his voice is entirely original, anchored in his own rich life experience. REVIEWS:
March 2013: The reader is leD with strong images, of love, death, nature, relationships, poignant reminiscences
from journeys. I returned several times to the drama of Far Above Rubies. In the scene a woman looks from a
window over the ramparts of a castle, is then blindfolded by her husband and led to the window of another
room. A few facets: . he put his hand in the small of her back . such a gentle gesture, followed by . he pulled the
cloth hard from her head . shocking her . she watched the body move this way, that way . listened to the rope
creak . The woman s response (I won t give it away) renders her husband s revenge futile. Many moments to
cherish, like the delightful and tender evocations of the poet s relationship with his granddaughter. It s a chancy
universe, little one! And the line in A Jar of Sticklebacks, a memory of the poet s own grandpa . imagine me
holding up to the light, unbroken, a jar with all your wishes, all your hopes. The reader partakes of the blessing.
Ashen Venema,...
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