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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from A First Study of the Statistics of Pulmonary
Tuberculosis Approaching pathological inheritance from the modern statistical standpoint it is almost
heartrending to notice the great amount of eEort and energy wasted in the collection of data bearing on the
inheritance of disease. We want to know whether the tendency to disease may be assumed to be inherited at the
same rate as other physical and mental characters in the organism. If this can be shown to be reasonable, the
hereditary factor can be at once assigned its due influence and position. But the data by which this preliminary
inquiry can be satisfactorily answered are wholly wanting. We are told, for example, that a family history of
tuberculosis or of cancer exists in such and such a percentage of cases, and this information is extended even
to the diEerences of such percentages for cancer in various parts of the organism. But in 99 cases out of the
100, while a brother or a sister, an uncle or an aunt will be recorded as having cancer, no record whatever is
made of the total number of brothers and sisters, or of uncles and aunts of the suEerer. No record of family
history is of the least value unless the absolute number of collaterals, and their ages living or at death are
taken. The like remark applies to tubercle; the same statement no family history is oHen recorded in the two
cases when the mother died in childbed at twenty-five, and when she lived to a post-tuberculous age, or when
no aunt or uncle existed and when none out of thirteen suffered from the disease. Luckily there has...
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