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with getting the right racial composition in schools. Armor agreed that there is general consensus that racial
balance is not a significant factor in closing the gap, with the exception of the research of Eric Hanushek.
However, according to Hanusheks econometric model, the gap should have closed 10 years ago. Commissioner
Taylor stated he thought the conversation should be framed in terms of racial and ethnic diversity versus
school quality. He asked Professor Kurlaender if there was a connection between the two. Professor Kurlaender
responded that there is such a connection. Specifically, on average, racially isolated schools tend to have high
concentrations of poverty and lack qualified teachers and other resources. Commissioner Taylor followed-up
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